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The A.A. Group...
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Where it all begins.., How a group functions...

How to get started... A A, Approved literature

Pamphlet P-16
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What do A A group members do?

“I am responsihle . . . when anyone, anywhere,
reaches out for help, T want the hand of AA.
always to be there, And for that T am responsible.”
In short, when newcomers walk into our meeting
rooms, we want AAL to be there for them as it
was for us—something we can do continuously
only if we function as a group.

But, for a group o keep going, all kinds of
jobs must be done. 1t is through the combined
efforts and ongoing commitment of group mem-
bers that:
= A meeting place is provided and maintained.
= Programs are arranged for the meetings,

* Contributions are collected, and properly alle- |

cated and spent.

o A A Conference-approved lilerature on hand.

o Grapevine literature and lists of local group
meelings are available.

s Refreshments are often available,

= Alcoholice in the area learn that AAL s avail-
able and how to find it

e Calls for help are answered.

o Group problems are aired and resobved.

¢ Continuing contact is sustained with the rest of
AA —focslly, through the intergroup (central
office), district and area’s general service commit-
tee; and nationally and internationally, through
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The difference between
open and closed AA. meefings

The purpose of all AA group meetings, as the
Preamble states, is for AA members to “share
their experience, strength and hope with each
other that they may solve their common problem
and help others to recover from alcoholism.”
Toward this end, A A groups have both gpen and
clpsed mestings.

Closed mectings are for AA members only, or
for those who have a drinking problem and “have
a desire to stop drinking.”

Open meetings are available to anyone inter-
ested in Alcohelics Anonymous’ program of
recovery from alcoholism.

At both types of mectings, the AA. chairper
00 may regquest that participants confine their
discussion to matters pertaining to recovery from
alcoholism.

Whether open or closed, AA group meetings
are conducted by AA, members, who determine
the format of their meetings.

Self-support: The Seventh Tradition

There are no dues or fees for membership in
AA but we do have expenses. In keeping with
the Seventh Tradition a group may "pass the bas-
ket in order to cover expenses such as rent,
refreshments, A A, Conference-approved books,
pamphlets and meefing lists, and contributions to
services provided by the local intergroup {central
office), district and arca, and the General Service
Office of A A worldwide, AA. members are free

to contribute whatever they wish, up to a maxi-

mum of 82,000 each in a given year.
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the General Service Office in New York.
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G5 R.MLCAM. Meeting: The Melti-Disinet mesting 15 held ot 11 AM on the 1st. Sunday of the menth. This mesting 1= lor the General Ser-
vice Kep's. (GUSRL) of ench Group and the Dhstnict Committee Member™s (DVCVL). 1 you want to fearn mose about servace amnend this
meeting

The Lorain Central Office Meeting 15 the st Sundav of the month at 12:30 PM. 1t 15 very Important that all the Seeretarics of coch
Group attend this meeting, We urge vour Attendance (Be Infommed, Get Active)

Advisory Board Medting: The mesting will be held at & PM on the 3ed, Thursday of the month, at the Central Office







